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Bogota, D.C., January 5, 2009 
 
Mr.  
Hendrik van Bilderbeek Soto 
Carrera 13 #108-35 
Bogota, D.C. 
 
Mr. Van Bilderbeek: 
 
In response to your communication of December 4, 2008, which you sent to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Jaime Bermudez Merizalde, regarding a series of irregularities, 
as you call them, this Ministry has submitted to the record the Letters Rogatory issued 
by the First Specialized Circuit Court within proceedings 2006-0048 filed against you 
and the respective responses received from abroad, in relation to which I must make 
the following comments: 
 

• Regarding your statement of there being irregularities and a manipulation of the 
responses of the foreign authorities, in this case, the United States and Austria, 
by the Minister, I would state that there are legal channels through which the 
alleged irregularities you referenced in your communication could be 
investigated. This Office operates on transparency and diligence when handling 
all procedures required by the country's judicial or administrative authorities with 
respect to this and other letters rogatory requested. 
 

• In these cases, this Ministry has the duty of coordinating activities with our 
foreign missions and of serving as a channel to process the International Judicial 
Cooperation petitions requested by judicial or administrative authorities, in the 
same way as we have in this case. Taking this as a basis, in order to carry out 
the process in which several individuals participated both in Colombia and 
abroad, internal offices and contracted foreign personnel, which additionally 
involved numerous proceedings, the competent official of the matter has stated 
that he strictly complied with all legal parameters and limitations, without 
delaying, at no point whatsoever, the voluminous material requiring translation. 
Moreover, there has been no attempt to cause delays; on the contrary, we have 
tried to comply with the judicial requirements ordered by the First Specialized 
Criminal Circuit Court of Bogota in the best possible way. 
 



 
• The Coordinating Office of Consular Affairs of this Office, has responded to your 

inquiries filed through three (3) Rights to Petition dated September 25, 2007; 
December 19, 2007; and May 6, 2008, which were responded with Official 
Letters CCNAJ.51801, dated October 5, 2007; CCNAJ.66716, dated December 
28, 2007; and CCNAJ.26450, dated May 22, 2007, which clarified all concerns 
and explained the process that was carried out for the procedure of the letters 
rogatory you referred to as well as the corresponding translation of documents 
received from Austria, which as was already explained, was extremely laborious 
due to the high volume of pages that needed translation and because it had to go 
through several internal and external offices of the Ministry. 

 
 
 
 
Sincerely 
 
[illegible signature] 
 
Ambassador Fernando Alzate Donoso 
Director of Consular Affairs and 
Colombian Communities Abroad 
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