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I, the undersigned, Vanessa C. Wagenknecht, hereby certify that  

1. I am competent to translate from the Spanish and English Languages. 

2. I have translated the following annexed document written in Spanish: 

• Press Release titled: “All efforts are being made to silence the serious 
testimony that compromises the Presidency of the Republic” 

3. This is a true and accurate English translation to the best of my knowledge, 

ability and belief. 

Signed in Orlando, Florida, this 25th day of March, 2007. 
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Human Rights and Hearings Commission 
Senate of the Republic 

 
Press Release 

Bogota, March 21 
 
Serious Accusations from the Democratic Side regarding Parapolitical 
Scandal 
 

"All efforts are being made to silence the serious testimony  
that compromises the Presidency of the Republic” 

H.S. Alexander Lopez 
 

Senator Alexander Lopez, reported the evident irresponsibility of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, Dr. Carlos Holguin Sardi and government’s supporters in 
yesterday's plenary session of the Senate of the Republic, who were trying to 
silence the very serious accusations of Witness Rafael Garcia, former Information 
Director of the DAS, whose testimony was presented by Senator Lopez Maya 
before Congress and forms part of judicial proceeding 2006-048-01 filed in the 
First Specialized Circuit Criminal Court against Hendrik Van Bilderbeek and 
against Llanos Oil for alleged money-laundering; and revealed the statements 
made by the former Director of the DAS, Jorge Noguera, which compromise the 
Presidency of the Republic as the entity that ordered the orchestration of a 
judicial set-up to favor the Drummond Coal Company. The testimony was 
disclosed in a debate held at the Senate's Plenary Session convened by the 
members of the Democratic side this past 20th day of March. In such debate the 
Chairman of the Senate of the Republic, Senator Dilian Francisca Toro, joined by 
Senators Gina Parody and Armando Bennedetti, openly sabotaged the 
intervention of Senator Alexander Lopez, with the intention of preventing 
Congress and the citizenship from hearing about the accusations contained in 
the testimony of Rafael Garcia. “All efforts are being made to prevent the 
country from finding out the truth as to the Presidency's knowledge of what was 
happening inside the macabre operations within the DAS and that the orders for 
the development of the set-ups came from Casa de Nariño, as stated by the 
main witness of the parapolitical docket," said Senator Alexander Lopez Maya. 
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“Since this is the first judicial statement that directly implicates the Presidency of 
the Republic in the alleged conspiracy against Llanos Oil and its legal 
representatives in the country with the purpose of favoring Drummond Coal 
Company —a  defendant in the United States due to its criminal relationship with 
Bloque Norte— , what Uribe followers are trying to do in Congress is prevent the 
country from finding out the truth at all costs. But it is all bound to be revealed" 
added Senator Alexander Lopez. 
 
Witness Rafael Garcia has been acknowledged by the Supreme Court of Justice 
and Attorney General in the process of the parapolitical investigation. Judge 
Karon Bowdre of the North District Court of the Ninth Division of Birminhgam, 
Alabama, has recognized the possibility of calling witness Rafael Garcia in the 
case against Drummond for the murder of Colombian labor unionists, provided 
the Colombian authorities grant the necessary protection to do so. 
 
This is the most compromising deposition given by witness Rafael Garcia to a 
judge of the Republic, in which he accuses the DAS of having orchestrated a 
set-up in 2004, under the direction of former DAS Director, Rafael Noguera, with 
collaboration from the Public Prosecutor’s Office, with the purpose of 
incriminating the President of Llanos Oil and accusing him of money-laundering 
in order to favor Drummond in the oil concession of Guatapuri in el Cesar, 
consisting of 97,000 hectares and probable reserves containing a billion barrels of 
oil. All of this was orchestrated “under orders of the Presidency of the Republic.” 
 
Senator Alexander Lopez Maya addressed the Secretary General of the Senate 
of the Republic in order to request that the statement of Rafael Garcia be 
annexed to the record of the political control session of the plenary held by the 
Senate of the Republic and that copies be sent to the Attorney General’s Office, 
for the proceedings against Jorge Noguera, former Director of the DAS, the 
General Public Prosecutor’s Office and the Accusations Commission of the 
Chamber of Representatives so that the corresponding investigations take place 
to determine the participation of the Presidency of the Republic in the alleged 
set-up case at hand. 
 
Similarly, Senator Lopez Maya, from the Democratic side, addressed the Minister 
of Internal Affairs, Dr. Carlos Holguin Sardi, to request protection for the witnesses 
of the parapolitical case and for the defendants who are the legal 
representatives of Llanos Oil, and to demand that the Government reveal the 
truth. 
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