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DAS / 7.5 BILLION LAUNDERED PER YEAR
CENTAUROS BLOCK FINANCES TAKES A HIT

Eleven days after the death of Miguel Arroyave, Head of the Centauros block of
the United Self Defense of Colombia (Autodefensas Unidas de Colombia —
AUC), DAS detectives captured 14 individuals who allegedly brought 15 billion
Pesos as drug trafficking revenues for this illegal armed group.

After two years of investigating the “Avalanche” operation, it executed16
searches in Bogota, Cali and Cartagena yesterday, having been able to capture
those persons, among whom are corporate managers, stock brokers and an
official of the National Bureau of Taxes and Customs.

Among those captured are: Enrique Posada Duran, Andres Velez Blanco,
Enrique Ramirez Ordofiez, Carlos Alvarez Borrego, Hendrik van Bilderbeek Soto,
Gilma Flechas Tamayo, Christian Ayalde Ocafia, Jorge Lozano Reyes, Gloria
Aixa Velez, Maria Clara Jaramillo Soto and Eustorgio Ordofiez Montero.

The names of the other persons captured were not supplied. Moreover,
securities, documentation, weapons and military uniforms were seized.

DAS Operations Director, Jacqueline Sandoval, said that these persons were in
charge of legalizing in Colombia the revenues obtained from drug cargo that the
Centauros block sent to Australia, the United States, Mexico and Panama.

The financial maneuver was carried out through the following companies: Llanos
Oil Exploration, Servicios Petroleros del Caribe, Flor Andina Ltda, Intertextil
Cambios y Comisiones, and Transglobal Intertrans, which received deposits from
abroad.

According to DAS estimates, 15 billion pesos in drug trafficking revenues were
brought into the country by this network in its two years of operations.
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