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Bogota, D.C., July 24, 2006 
 

SWORN STATEMENT 
 

I, Rafael Enrique Garcia Torres, of legal age, bearer of Citizen’s Identification 
Card N° 12.558.707, issued in Santa Marta, currently committed to building  
ERE-A of the jail of La Picota, by virtue of Case N° 006-2006-56 filed against me 
in the Sixth Specialized Court of Bogota, do hereby state as follows under oath: 
 
1. Since 1994 I had a very close friendship with Mr. Jorge Aurelio Noguera 

Cotes. During 2001 and 2002 were worked together in the presidential 
campaign of Mr. Alvaro Uribe Velez. Jorge Noguera worked as Regional 
Manager of the campaign for the Department of Magdalena and I worked 
as Campaign Systems Auditor in the same Department. 

 
When Mr. Alvaro Uribe Velez became President of the Republic on August 
7, 2002, he appointed Mr. Jorge Noguera Cotes as Director of the 
Administrative Safety Department – (Departamento Administrativo de 
Seguridad – DAS) on August 13, 2002, who started working in such 
capacity on August 16, 2002. Before our work together in the presidential 
campaign, Mr. Jorge Noguera had told me he had a long friendship with 
Alvaro Uribe Velez. 
 
Once he started working as Director of the DAS, Mr. Jorge Noguera 
appointed me as Head of the IT Office of the DAS on September 4, 2002, 
due to our good friendship, Mr. Noguera gave me the position on that 
same day without fully complying with all the internal requirements 
established by the entity, for example, a full background check. Mr. 
Noguera gave me the job after solely carrying out a preliminary 
background check. At that time I was the first person that Mr. Noguera 
brought from Santa Marta to work with him in his office as Director of the 
DAS. Since that moment, I became his squire, confidante and right hand 
and was one of his closest officials. In many cases I carried out tasks 
ordered by him that had no relation to my functions. 

 
2. One of the tasks I carried out by orders of Mr. Jorge Noguera Cotes as 

Director of the DAS, was to act as liaison with the people tied to the 
Nothern Block of the United Self Defense of Colombia (Autodefensas 
Unidas de Colombia - AUC). Many times, by order of Mr. Noguera, I 
conveyed messages or information between Jorge Noguera Cotes and 
persons related to Rodrigo Tovar Pupo, A.K.A. Jorge 40, Commander of 
the North Block of the AUC. 
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By virtue of the above, in October 2002, the Director of the DAS, 
Jorge Noguera Cotes, asked me to find out about the companies 
Llanos Oil and Servicios Petroleros del Caribe from our North Block 
Contacts. Acting by orders of Mr. Noguera, the response I received 
was that these companies had not relationship whatsoever with the 
AUC in the Atlantic Coast and that, apparently, they were involved in 
oil activities in the Eastern planes. 

 
3. The investigation regarding money laundering and other related activities 

was being carried at the DAS, specifically the Financial Investigations 
assigned to the General Operations Division that works jointly with the 
Money Laundering Unit of the Office of the Attorney’s General. 
Interestingly, by mid-October of 2002, Mr. Jorge Noguera had this office 
dismantled and removed all the officials that used to work in Financial 
Investigations. Because that office, as well as the IT Office that I was in 
charge of, kept close ties with the UIAF of the Ministry of Treasury, I asked 
Jorge Noguera about the reasons for those changes and he only said that 
he had been ordered to do so. 
 
In December 2002, Mr. Noguera again ordered me to find out about 
Llanos Oil and Servicios Petroleros del Caribe. When I asked him 
why he was so interested in those two companies, Mr. Noguera 
replied that he had received orders from the President to involve 
companies Llanos Oil and Servicios Petroleros del Caribe and their 
directors in an any investigation that would link them to illegal 
activities. The objective was to get Drummond to keep some of the 
business that Llanos Oil had at that time with Ecopetrol (I was not told 
which businesses). Jorge Noguera told me that he had not achieved 
that objective through the financial investigations, however, he was 
aware that the DEA had carried out some investigations on people 
related to Llanos Oil, therefore, he told me that he had ordered the 
Sensitive Investigative Unit (SIU) financed by the United States) to 
use the DEA investigation to set up an investigation in Colombia. All 
of this took place in December 2002 and January 2003. Since 2001, I  
knew about the activities that could possibly link Drummond to AUC 
paramilitaries of the North Block, therefore, it was surprising that the 
Presidency would want to favor such company. 
 
During the first months of 2003, Detective Sigifredo Puente, who directed 
the financial investigations division, was removed from his position and 
forced to resign. This was a result of Jorge Noguera becoming upset due 
to the participation of Detective Puente in the Public Prosecutor’s Office 
UNCLA Operation CICLON carried out against Hernan Giraldo Serna, 
Head of the Tayrona resistance block of the AUC and other Self-Defense 
members in the Department of Magdalena. 
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After that, Mr. Guillermo De la Hoz, from Cienaga (Magdalana), was 
appointed coordinator of the Financial Investigations Unit and taken to the 
DAS by Jorge Nogera Cotes. According to what he said, Mr. De la Hoz 
had instructions to inform me about any investigations against any 
member of the North Block and any evidence against Llanos Oil Ltda and 
Servicios Petroleros del Caribe so that I could provide this information to 
Mr. Jorge Noguera and our North Block contacts. However, Mr. 
Guillermo De la Hoz never informed me of anything that would link 
the two companies with illegal activities in the years 2003 and 2004. 
It must be pointed out that should there have been any hint of money 
laundering by Llanos Oil, the Financial Investigations Unit would 
have known about it. 
 
When the Directors of Llanos Oil and Servicios Petroleros del Caribe 
were apprehended in 2004, I told Jorge Noguera that the 
investigation would not hold up because the drug trafficking 
activities of the North Block had nothing to do with the Department 
of Cesar and that he knew that any money laundering investigation 
would have to involve the Financial Investigations Unit. He replied 
that I knew that it was a set up and that it had all been coordinated with 
the Public Prosecutor’s Office. I don’t know what he meant by that. 
However, it is clear that the SIU group of the DAS set up this 
investigation based on an investigation being carried out by the DEA 
in the United States. Based on what Jorge Noguera told me, this was 
done by order from the President of the Republic. 
 

4. During 2002, 2003 and 2004, by order of Jorge Noguera Cotes, Director of 
the DAS at that time, I provided information to persons closely linked to 
Jorge 40 about police operations, financial investigation, orders of 
apprehension, expiration of control, etc. Approximately by mid-2004, I 
provided an abundance of technical information belonging to Llanos 
Oil Ltda. to Mr. Jose Gelves Albarracion, at that time ideologist of the 
Tayrona Resistance Front of the AUC North Block and one of the 
men of Jorge 40. The Director of the DAS, Jorge Noguera Cotes, had 
ordered me to deliver this information and also told me that “our 
friends” (referring to the North Block) knew what they had to do. It 
must be mentioned that since 2001, I knew about situations that 
could link Mr. Augusto Jimenez, President of Drummond Colombia, 
to members of the Self-Defense North Block. 
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5. Since January 27, 2005, I have been arrested, based on an investigation, 
because I allegedly manipulated the data of the DAS Information Systems 
to favor the alleged drug traffickers and paramilitaries. Interestingly, the 
activities that I carried out with this objective were carried out by orders of 
the Director of the DAS, Jorge Noguera Cotes, as I have stated under 
oath before the Office of the Attorney General. 

 
6. Since November 2005, I have stated to the Office of the Attorney General 

that I am willing to cooperate with Justice by providing any information that 
could contribute to the identification and clarification of the sordid episodes 
that took place inside the DAS during the administration of Jorge Aurelio 
Noguera Cotes. The above, originated the process of the National Bureau 
of Public Prosecutors Offices regarding Benefits by Cooperation N°B-
4051, within which framework I have rendered sworn statements in 
several offices of the Office of the Attorney General. 

 
Based on the above, this declaration is given under oath with the purpose 
of continuing to effectively cooperate with Justice and at contributing to 
clarify the fats subject matter hereof. 
 
Rafael Enrique Garcia Torres 
Citizen’s Identification Card N° 12.558.707, issued in Santa Marta. 
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1. I am able to provide information regarding events that could compromise Mr. 
Edgardo Maya Villazon, Attorney General, and his family members with the 
Northern  Block of  the AUC (Self-defense of  Colombia).  I directly and 
personally participated in these events. 

2. The current governor of the Department of El Cesar, Hernando Molina Araujo, 
was the son of Consuelo Araujo Noguera, wife of Edgardo Maya, therefore he 
was the stepson of the Attorney General. Mr. Hernando Molina, towards the 
end of the 90’s, was an active member of the Northern Block of the AUC and 
very close to JORGE 40. 

3. During my participation as official of the DAS and through my contact with the 
members of the Self-defense, I knew about the relationship between Andres 
Velez and the members of the Self -defense Blocks of Centauros and Central 
Bolivar. 

4. I witnessed the meetings held by August Jimenez, president of DRUMMOND 
Colombia, with the messengers of Rodrigo Tovar Dupo, a.k.a. JORGE 40. In 
these meetings, Mr. Jimenez delivered money for the Northern Block of t he 
Self-defense and requested that they attack DRUMMOND unionists. 

5. I initially thought that when Jorge Noguera talked about “orders from the 
presidency” he was talking about President Alvaro Uribe. 
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